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Good morning and welcome to 
Kentucky State University’s 2022 
Founder’s Day Convocation! 
 
I would like to begin by recognizing my 
wife, Irene Oakley Johnson, and my 
brother Tyrone Johnson who have 
joined us in today’s celebration. 
 
• To our Keynote Speaker, alum Dr. 

Karen M. R. Townsend. 
 
• To our Board of Regents. 

 



• To distinguish program guests and 
participants. 

 
• To all our alumni, especially to “The 

Golden Class,” who have returned 
home to uphold an unyielding 
commitment to a solemn pledge of 
moving collectively “Onward and 
Upward”! 

 
• To our faculty and staff whose 

dedication and commitment to 
advancing the academic and career 
success of our students.  

 
• And, to our students, the people of 

promise who have come to us to be 



prepared to take the baton and 
run…run…run to the finish line so 
that they can lead us in the future! 

 
It is my privilege to greet you on behalf 
of the Board of Regents, faculty, staff, 
students, alumni, and friends of 
Kentucky State University.  
 
Please hear me out daughters, sons, 
and friends of Kentucky State 
University. Our commitment to this 
hallowed institution is deep and clearly 
conveyed in the Founder’s Day theme, 
Enabling an Intended Future for KSU. 
 



So, what do we mean when we say that 
we are “enabling an intended future for 
KSU”? 
 
To answer this question, I will draw on 
a profound quote by Maya Angelou. 
She said, 
 
“I can be changed by what happens to 
me. But I refuse to be reduced by it.” 
 
Yes, we refuse to be reduced by the 
challenges that have led us to this day. 
We collectively have the ability, 
passion, and drive to ensure that our 
university continues meeting its noble 
purpose –a leader dedicated to 



improving the human condition in the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky and 
beyond.  
 
Kentucky State University has achieved 
much over the past 136 years, while 
remaining steadfast in its commitment 
to service, empowerment, and 
community and social impact. Your 
presence and support today, and 
certainly as we forge “Onward and 
Upward,” helps expand our capacity to 
produce strong, well-qualified, 
competitive graduates who will 
influence and lead the decision-making 
that will shape and enhance our lives in 
the future. 



 
We must continue to be vigilant in 
elevating KSU’s position in the world 
community. The amazing young men 
and women presently enrolled in our 
beloved university and, certainly, the 
budding young scholars planning to 
follow them, deserve our best efforts in 
support of their aspirations. As has 
been the case for more than 136 years, 
the purpose and stature of KSU derives 
not from any individual success, but 
from our intentionality and persistence 
in carving sustainable paths that 
continuously motivate, mentor, and 
guide KSU toward a brighter future. 
 



But to get KSU to the future we must be 
intentional. The future is not like 
tomorrow. Tomorrow is a place where 
anybody and anything can just drop in. 
The future requires a reservation. We 
must plan, put it on our calendar, dress 
for the occasion, and be on time. Yes, 
the future that we are enabling for KSU 
is a celebration just like our treasured 
family gatherings, birthdays, weddings, 
and holidays!  
 
Whoa, Thanksgiving is just around the 
corner and Christmas is not far behind. 
So, let us make our reservation for 
KSU’s future today! 
 



I am delighted to join this wonderful 
celebration where each of us –our 
Board of Regents, amazing students, 
devoted faculty and staff, loyal alumni, 
and longtime friends– join to honor our 
university’s rich legacy and to herald its 
continued success. 
 
So, this Homecoming let us commit to 
making a reservation for our 
university’s future that is 
unapologetically transformative, 
designed to conquer whatever waves 
may come, always propelling Kentucky 
State University toward an intended 
future that is undaunted, undeterred, 
and undenied. 



 
 
{Stand, song by Donnie McClurkin} 
 
 
Thank you, Mr. Edgar Lewis, soloist and 
Dr. Keith McCutchen, organist for a 
wonderfully stirring “call and 
response.” And, thanks to all of you for 
taking the time today to stand for KSU’s 
intentional future! 
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