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“The hardest work in the 
world is being out of work.”

– Whitney M. Young



Welcome to KSU and Enabling Your Intended Future

• KSU:  A Legacy of Enabling…

• It’s Your Deal, Don’t Get It Twisted

• Make Your Intention to Walk the Talk

• Yourself Today versus Your Future Self!



KSU: A Legacy 
of Enabling… 
Bright Futures

• KSU’s Mission

• A History of Service

• Dedicated to Empowerment



KSU – Public, 
comprehensive, 
historically black 

land-grant 
university

Committed to –
advancing the 

Commonwealth 
of Kentucky, 

enhancing society 
and impacting 

individuals 

By providing –
quality teaching 

with a foundation 
in liberal studies, 

scholarly 
research, and 
public service

To enable –

productive 
lives within 
the diverse 

global 
economy

A History of 
Service…

Dedicated to Your 
Empowerment…

KSU’s Mission



A History of Service…

• Kentucky State University (KSU) began as an idea on October 15, 1885. The Commonwealth 
needed more normal schools to train African American teachers for employment in its Black 
elementary schools. On May 18, 1886, legislators authorized the school's creation, and the 
University was chartered as the State Normal School for Colored Persons, the second state-
supported institution of higher learning in Kentucky.

• KSU became a land-grant college in 1890, and the school produced its first graduating class of five 
students in the spring of that year. 

• Today, KSU is a public institution with an enrollment of approximately 2,100 students and 160 full-
time faculty members. The University's diverse mix of faculty, staff, and students has made 
Kentucky State the most diverse public institution in the Commonwealth, and among the most 
diverse nationwide.



Dedicated to Your Empowerment…

KSU empowers people of promise 
with the skills and expertise that 
enable them to achieve in their 
careers, lives, families, and 
communities. 



It’s Your Deal,  
Don’t Get It 
Twisted

• Don’t Fool Yourself, It’s Not 
that Easy…

• You Must Be in It to Win It…

• Act Like an Owner…
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Crawl – Early Education 

Walk – Middle School 

Bike – 1st and 2nd Year College

Run – High School 

Race – 3rd and 4th Year College

Don’t Fool Yourself, It’s that Not Easy…
It is true that:

• You crawled before You 
toddled

• You toddled before You 
walked 

• You walked before 
You ran

But that doesn’t mean 
You understand how to  
ride a College-level Bike
without training wheels!

Toddler – Elementary School 



You may have the 
knowledge of how 

to operate a 
College-level Bike

But You may lack 
the understanding

of how to operate a
College-level Bike

Nope, It’s Not that Easy…

“Once You 
have a rigid 
way of 
thinking 
sometimes 
You cannot 
change that.”

https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=jD3zlDirtqo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jD3zlDirtqo


You Must Be in It to Win It…

• Are You committed to complete 
Your degree program 
requirements?

• Do You plan to finish in four and 
no more?

• Do You look forward to starting a 
career or going on to a graduate 
or professional program in  Your 
field of study/ interest? 



If You Are Not in It 
to Win It.

Well, You Won’t Be 
Around Long.



Too Find the Nearest Exit 

Tweet: # DFWI or
Choose TikTok and Ignore the Student Code of 

Conduct found in the K-Book 



Act Like an Owner 

“We will all, at some point, 
encounter hurdles to 

gaining access and entry, 
moving up and conquering 

self-doubt; but on the 
other side is the capacity to 

own opportunity and tell 
our own story.” 

– Stacey Abrams
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Make Your 
Intention to 
Walk the Talk

• Make Good Judgment
Your Calling Card

• Grit More than Your Teeth

• Why Is the Answer that
You Are Looking for



• “Leaders need many qualities but underlying them all is good judgment. 

• …ambition but no judgment run out of money. 

• …charisma but no judgment lead their followers in the wrong direction. 

• …passion but no judgment hurl themselves down the wrong paths. 

• …drive but no judgment get up very early to do the wrong things.

• Sheer luck and factors beyond your control may determine your eventual 
success, but good judgment will stack the cards in your favor.”

Make Good Judgment Your Calling Card

https://hbr.org/2020/01/the-elements-of-good-judgment



Grit More than Your Teeth

“Success is to be measured not so much by the 
position that one has reached in life as by the 

obstacles which he has overcome.”

– Booker T. Washington



Why Is the Answer that You Are Looking for…

• High School World

1 + 1 = ?

• KSU and the World Beyond

? = 2



Yourself Today 
versus Your 
Future Self!

• Your Self Today…

• Your Future Self?…

• Let’s Work Together to  
Make Your Future Self 
Happen!



Thoughts About Yourself Today…

•What motivated You to go to college?

•Why did you choose KSU?

•Who do You believe is both responsible and 
accountable for Your college education?



Focus on Your Future Self…

1. How would You describe Your 
future self?

2. Where does Your future self live?

3. What job is Your future self doing?

4. How much does Your future self-
earn?

5. What does a typical day for Your 
future self-look like?

6. What hobbies does Your future self-
enjoy?

7. How does Your future self-handle 
conflict?

8. What do other people say about Your 
future self?

9. How does Your future self-feel about 
themselves?

10. What has Your future self-achieved?



Let’s Work Together to  
Make Your Future Self  
Happen! “For there is always light, if 

only we’re brave enough to 
see it, if only we’re brave 
enough to be it.” 

– Amanda Gorman


