KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY
	Flagged Words
Grant Proposal Language Guide


In this new era of submitting federally funded grant proposals, certain terms may result in a grant application being immediately disqualified. The list below identifies words and phrases currently flagged for review. Please consult the Office of Research and Innovation before using these terms in a proposal narrative.
Flagged Terms
	•  Accessibility
	•  Diverse Community
	•  Implicit Biases
	•  Racial

	•  Activism
	•  Diverse Group
	•  Inclusion
	•  Racial Diversity

	•  Activists
	•  Diverse Groups
	•  Inclusive
	•  Racial Inequality

	•  Advocacy
	•  Diversified
	•  Inclusiveness
	•  Racial Justice

	•  Advocate
	•  Diversify
	•  Inclusivity
	•  Racially

	•  Advocates
	•  Diversifying
	•  Increase Diversity
	•  Racism

	•  Barrier
	•  Diversity
	•  Increase The Diversity
	•  Sense Of Belonging

	•  Barriers
	•  Diversity And Inclusion
	•  Indigenous Community
	•  Sexual Preferences

	•  Bias
	•  Diversity Equity
	•  Inequalities
	•  Social Justice

	•  Biased
	•  Enhance The Diversity
	•  Inequality
	•  Sociocultural

	•  Biased Toward
	•  Enhancing Diversity
	•  Inequitable
	•  Socioeconomic

	•  Biases
	•  Equal Opportunity
	•  Inequities
	•  Status

	•  Biases Towards
	•  Equality
	•  Institutional
	•  Stereotypes

	•  BIPOC
	•  Equitable
	•  LGBT
	•  Systemic

	•  Black And Latinx
	•  Equity
	•  LGBTQIA+
	•  Trauma

	•  Community Diversity
	•  Ethnicity
	•  Male-Dominated
	•  Under Appreciated

	•  Community Equity
	•  Excluded
	•  Marginalize
	•  Under Represented

	•  Cultural Differences
	•  Female
	•  Marginalized
	•  Under Served

	•  Cultural Heritage
	•  Females
	•  Minorities
	•  Underrepresentation

	•  Culturally Responsive
	•  Fostering Inclusivity
	•  Minority
	•  Underrepresented

	•  Disabilities
	•  Gender
	•  Multicultural
	•  Underserved

	•  Disability
	•  Gender Diversity
	•  Polarization
	•  Undervalued

	•  Discriminated
	•  Genders
	•  Political
	•  Victim

	•  Discrimination
	•  Hate Speech
	•  Prejudice
	•  Women

	•  Discriminatory
	•  Hispanic Minority
	•  Privileges
	•  Women And Underrepresented

	•  Diverse Backgrounds
	•  Historically
	•  Promoting Diversity
	

	•  Diverse Communities
	•  Implicit Bias
	•  Race And Ethnicity
	


Total flagged terms: 106



Suggested Alternatives: Action-Oriented Terms
	Original Term
	Suggested Alternatives

	Equity
	•  Access to opportunities
•  Fair resource distribution

	Diversity & Inclusion
	•  Broad community engagement
•  Muli-stakeholder participation

	Gender
	•  Demographic representation
•  Population-specific support

	Systemic Racism
	•  Historical barriers to opportunities

	Social Justice
	•  Community-led reform efforts

	Trauma-informed care
	•  Resilience-focused programming

	Cultural Competency
	•  Community-centered approach



	
Why this matters: 

These alternatives focus on solutions and measurable actions while maintaining clarity and impact.
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