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The Pawpaw  

Ohio’s State Native Fruit



09/16/2016 2

Working with existing 
native stands.

 If you’re lucky 
enough to have 
existing 
stands…it is a 
fast way to get 
fruit.

 Remove 
competition.

 Graft in other 
varieties.

 Thin out while 
harvesting 
medicinal and 
craft products.
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Using Animals to 
Manage Pawpaw 
Patches.
 Takes 

advantage of 
special 
chemicals in 
the pawpaw.

 Most energy 
efficient and 
sustainable 
approach.

 Animals do the 
weeding, 
fertilizing and 
help with 
pollination.





Ohio Pawpaw Festival

• Features pawpaw education, best 
pawpaw competition, pawpaw 
cook-off and pawpaw eating 
contest.

• Started in 1999 with a couple of 
hundred visitors as a one day 
event.

• Has grown into a 3 day event with 
close to 10,000 visitors.

• Pawpaw beers available from 
many Ohio breweries.



Why start the pawpaw 
festival

• Educate and excite people about 
pawpaws

• Sell pawpaw fruit, trees and 
pawpaw products

• Have fun and build community
• Inspired by the many other plant 

festivals around the country from 
ramps to apples.

• There was no other pawpaw 
festival and this would be very 
unique.



How did this happen? 

• Lots of native pawpaws in our 
local area of southeast Ohio.

• Lots of community minded 
people willing to work really hard 
for years with little or no 
compensation.

• Focusing on the visitor experience 
and making the festival 
interesting, fun, safe and 
memorable.



Pawpaw festivals around 
the country now

• Missouri
• North Carolina
• Columbus Ohio
• Wilmington Delaware
• More?



Challenges of having a 
pawpaw festival

• Need to have a strong committed 
long term team.

• Lots of logistics from tents, porta 
potties, permits, funding, etc.

• Having enough pawpaws and 
pawpaw products at the time of 
the festival.

• Weather is always a risk. 



http://www.ohiopawpawfest.com

http://www.ohiopawpawfest.com/
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