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Information about the Kentucky State University Cooperative Extension Program 2024

Seasonal CRD Preparedness Tips
March: Flood Preparedness

As spring approaches, flood risks Tip #2: Staying safe during a flood:
can hecome more prevalent due to

an increase in rain. Floods are the
most common disaster in the United

Stay Safe:
o Evacuate immediately, if told to do so. Never drive
around barricades.

States. Failing to evacuate flooded o Listen to EAS, NOAA Weather Radio or local alerting
areas or entering flood waters can systems for more information.
lead to injury or death. Walking / Driving:

o Do not walk, swim or drive through flood waters. Turn
Around. Don't Drown!

o Stay off bridges. Fast-moving water can wash bridges
away without warning.

o Stay inside your car if trapped in moving water.

m Get on the roof if water is rising inside the car.
Building Safety:

o Go to the highest level if trapped in a building.

o Only get on the roof if necessary, but signal for help if so

o Do not climb into a closed attic. You may be trapped by
rising water.

Tip #1: Preparing for a flood:

Know your flood risks:

o Visit FEMA's Flood Map Service Center

(msc.fema/gov/portal/home)
Purchase flood insurance:

o Homeowners insurance policies do not
cover flooding.

o It can take 30 days for a policy to go into
effect. Purchase before a flood.
(fema.gov/flood-insurance)

Preparing for a flood:

o Make a plan for your household/pets.

o Learn and practice evacuation routes,
shelter plans, and flash flood response.

o Gather supplies (non-perishable foods,
cleaning supplies, and water) for several
days.
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Tip #3: Staying Safe after a flood:

General safety:

o Listen to authorities for information. Return home only
when they say it is safe.

o Children should not take part in disaster cleanup work.

o Be aware that snakes and other animals may be in your
house.

o Avoid wading in flood water. It may be contaminated and
have dangerous debris.

o Only use a generator (gas-powered machinery) outdoors
and away from windows.

Protective gear:

o Wear heavy work gloves, protective clothing and boots
during clean up.

o Use face coverings/masks if cleaning mold or other
debris.

o People with asthma, lung conditions, and/or immune
suppression should not enter buildings with indoor water
leaks or mold.

Electrocution:

o Do not touch electrical equipment if it is wet or you are in
water.

o Turn off the electricity to prevent shocks.

o Underground or downed power lines can also electrically
charge the water.

Source:
e https://www.ready.gov/floods
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