
CONTEST FOR THE BEST PAWPAWS

1916   JOURNAL OF HEREDITY

100 YEARS OF EXPLORATION



Pawpaws – wild and in the sun





David Faichild
and Paul Popenoe
(or is it Wilson Popenoe)

sponsors 
of the
contest -
editors
of the
Journal of
Heredity



James Little -
Cartersburg, IN 
(suburb of 
Indianapolis)
selected Uncle Tom

David Fairchild 
and the hdqtrs of 
the Journal of 
Heredity, 
Washington, DC









PRIZE WINNING FRUIT

Mrs. Frank Ketter, 
Ironton, Ohio, 
1st Place

E. Oswald,
Hagerstown, MD

J. Cheatwood,
Gallia, OH

S. C. Martin,
Springfield, OH



Farmingdale, Illinois - Benjamin Buckman
.

TWELVE VARIETIES
(c. 1900-1910)

Arkansas Beauty
Cheeley

Cox’s Favorite
Early Best

Early Cluster
Endicott

Hann
Hope’s August

Hope’s September
Propst Early
Uncle Tom







WHY DID THIS HAPPEN?

No institutional backing and continuity

An industry was not developing

Propagation was by grafting – tops live 
~40 years

Basically when the amateur dies, his 
work dies with him.



Dr. George A. Zimmerman – Linglestown, Pennsylvania 

Hybrids of 
American

Pawpaw

Journal of
Heredity

1941



G. A. Zimmerman 
near Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania

The Blandy
Experimental Farm, 
Boyce, Virginia



The Blandy Experimental Farm            Orland E. White                      
.                                                               director 1926-55





The backwoods at Blandy – 30 years later
.

the woods where I discovered BEF-53 and BEF-32
the mothers of Potomac, Susquehanna, Rappahannock & Wabash



W. B. Ward (aka Pappy) – discoverer of Overleese
1950, in Rushville, IN – 60 miles from Cartersburg



Corwin Davis – Bellevue, Mich. – explorer & breeder 

Wild Selections / 
Seedling Selections

Davis
Taylor
Taytwo

Convis
IXL
Lynn’s Favorite
Prolific
Tollgate
Sibley





The Wye Research & Education Center, 
& WMREC the Western Maryland REC, 
University of Maryland

Roughly 1500 seedlings 
in all, at both orchards



Variables included in selection index -
Peterson



From my two orchards I chose
18 Advanced Numbered Selections.

Of those, 6 cultivars have been chosen.
These are commercially available in the US
and soon will be available in Europe and 
Japan.

Names: Allegheny, Potomac, Rappahannock, 
Shenandoah, Susquehanna, and Wabash



OTHER CULTIVARS SINCE 1980
NC-1
Collins
Mango
Wilson
Convis
Davis
IXL
Lynn’s Favorite
Prolific
Taylor
Taytwo
Tollgate
Sibley

Greenriver Belle
Mary Foos Johnson
Sunflower
Glaser
PA-Golden 1 (2, 3, and 4)
SAA-Overleese
SAA-Zimmerman
Mitchell
Kirsten
KSU-Atwood
KSU-Benson                                   
Rebecca's Gold
WelIs



GOALS
• continued breeding (all crops have this)
• thicker skins
• color break, to facilitate picking
• less perishable fruit
• institutional support of research
• processed pulp – ice cream, etc.
• market cooperation - match supply & demand
• high grading – bring high quality fruit to 

market – low quality can turn off new 
consumers forever



Potomac River – the Paw Paw Bends

The 
End
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