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From its modest beginnings as a small normal school for 
the training of African American teachers, Kentucky State 
University has grown into a land-grant and liberal arts 
institution that prepares a diverse student population to 
compete in a multifaceted, ever-changing global society. 

Kentucky State University began as an idea on October 15, 
1885. The Commonwealth needed more normal schools 
to train African American teachers for employment in its 
Black elementary schools. On May 18, 1886, legislators 
authorized the school’s creation, and the university was 
chartered as the State Normal School for Colored Persons, 
the second state-supported institution of higher learning 
in Kentucky.

During the euphoria of Frankfort’s 1886 centennial 
celebration, when vivid recollections of the Civil War 
remained, the city’s 4,000 residents were keenly interested 
in having the new institution located in Frankfort. Toward 
that end, the city donated $1,500, a considerable amount 
in 1886 dollars, and a site on a scenic bluff overlooking the 
town. This united display of community enthusiasm and 
commitment secured the new college’s place in Frankfort 
despite competition from several other cities.

Recitation Hall—now Jackson Hall—the college’s first 
building, was erected in 1887. The new school opened on 
October 11, 1887, with three teachers, 55 students and 
John Henry Jackson as its first president. 

Kentucky State became a land-grant college in 1890, and 
the departments of home economics, agriculture and 
mechanics were added to the school’s curriculum. The 
school produced its first graduating class of five students 
in the spring of that year.

As the school began to grow and change, so too did its 
moniker. In 1902, the name was changed to Kentucky 
Normal and Industrial Institute for Colored Persons. 
The name was changed again in 1926 to Kentucky State 
Industrial College for Colored Persons.

By 1929, most students had access to high school, leading 
then-President Rufus B. Atwood to discontinue the 
college’s high school, which had been in operation since 
1893.

Even so, Atwood’s 33-year tenure was marked by dramatic 
institutional growth including the first modern yearbook, 
the first student newspaper, and most notably, by gaining 
accreditation for the institution. His administrative acuity 
and political acumen were necessary to position the 
university for growth during a period of marked social 
change, while avoiding fallout in the political town of 
Frankfort. 

In 1938, the school was named Kentucky State College 
for Negroes and began focusing again on offering more 
traditional liberal arts education. The college notably 
gained full accreditation from the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools the following year.

The term “for Negroes” was dropped in 1952 when the 
school’s name became merely Kentucky State College. In 
1972, it became Kentucky State University and enrolled its 
first graduate students in the School of Public Affairs in 
1973.

In the 45 years since then, more than 43 new structures or 
major building expansions have enhanced Kentucky State 
University’s 914-acre campus, which includes a 311-acre 
agricultural research farm and a 306-acre environmental 
education center.

Kentucky State University, “The College on the Hill,” is 
led by Interim President Dr. Ronald A. Johnson. It is a 
public institution with an enrollment of approximately 
2,000 students and 157 full-time faculty members. The 
university’s diverse mix of faculty, staff, and students has 
made Kentucky State the most diverse public institution 
in the Commonwealth, and among the most diverse 
nationwide.
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John Henry Jackson
1886 – 1898

James Shelton Hathaway
1900 – 1907

James Shelton Hathaway
1910 – 1912

Francis Marion Wood
1923 – 1924

Rufus B. Atwood
1929 – 1962

William A. Butts
1975 – 1982

John T. Wolfe, Jr.
1990 – 1991

George W. Reid
1998 – 2002

Raymond M. Burse
2014 – 2016

James Edward Givens
1898 – 1900

John Henry Jackson
1907 – 1910

Green Pinckney Russell
1912 – 1923

Green Pinckney Russell
1924 – 1929

Carl McClellan Hill
1962 – 1975

Raymond M. Burse
1982 – 1989

Mary L. Smith
1991 – 1998

Mary Evans Sias
2004 – 2014

M. Christopher Brown II
2017 – 2021
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Board  of  RegentsBoard  of  Regents

Institutional OfficersInstitutional Officers

Dr. Gerald Patton, Chair 
Dr. Herman Walston, Vice Chair, Faculty Regent 

Mr. Michael Adams Jr.
Ms. Tammi Dukes

Mr. Edward Fields, Staff Regent
Dr. Ernie Fletcher

Mr. Edward Hatchett
Mr. Jason Moseley
Dr. Charles Moyer
Mr. Robert Ramsey

Mr. Savion Briggs, Student Regent

Dr. Ronald A. Johnson – Interim President

Dr. Daarel Burnette – Interim Chief of Staff and Executive Vice President for Finance and Administration/CFO
Dr. Michael Dailey – Interim Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Dr. Clara Ross Stamps –  Senior Vice President for Brand Identity and University Relations
Dr. Bridgett Elliott Golman – Interim Vice President for Student Engagement

Attorney Zachary Atwell – Interim General Counsel



Speaker BiographySpeaker Biography
Chaka Cummings serves as the inaugural executive director of The 
Association for Teaching Black History in Kentucky, an organization formed in 
partnership with Berea College, Kentucky State University, The Muhammad Ali 
Center, and the Thomas D. Clark Foundation to recover the social, historical, and 
cultural contributions of Black Kentuckians and to make these materials readily 
available to teachers in the Commonwealth, thereby promoting quality K-12 
instruction in history. 

Cummings’ career in education has spanned various roles, including classroom 
teacher, football coach, administrator and diversity practitioner. He has taught 

every grade level from pre-kindergarten through 12th grade, including teaching math, English, religion, and 
physical education. Cummings has specialized in teaching social sciences specifically American history, world 
history, and geography. He has led numerous presentations on teaching practice, training educators in frameworks 
such as Backward Planning, Design Thinking and Socratic Seminar.

Cummings has worked in Kentucky as the director of K-12, postsecondary, and equity policy and practice at The 
Prichard Committee, where he also led the Equity Coalition and represented Prichard on the Kentucky Coalition 
for Advancing Education, Kentucky Chamber of Commerce, and Kentucky Education Summit. He has previously 
served as a teacher at Lexington Catholic High School, St. John’s School in Georgetown, and Sayre School in 
Lexington.

In January 2021, NBC affiliate WLEX (LEX 18) named Cummings Kentucky’s “Best of the Bluegrass Teacher of the 
Week” for his lessons incorporating Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. across different grade levels.

Cummings is a 2002 graduate of Berea College, where he earned a Bachelor of Arts in education studies and is 
a member of the Alumni Executive Council. He also earned an M.B.A. from the University of Kentucky (UK), 
where he is currently working toward a Ph.D. in higher education studies with an emphasis in diversity, equity and 
inclusion.



Dr. Michael Dailey
Interim Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Presiding
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PRELUDE	 Dr. Keith McCutchen, Organist

THE SUMMONS TO ASSEMBLY	 Dr. Scott Wicker
Interim Associate Provost for Academic Affairs 

SELECTION	 Dr. Lloyd B. Mallory Jr.
“Lift Every Voice and Sing” 	 Director of Choral Activities
(by James and J. Rosamond Johnson) 

WELCOME	 Ms. Miana Wallace
93rd Miss Kentucky State University

Mr. Urias Kelly
29th Mister Kentucky State University

INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER		 Mr. Savion Briggs 
President, Student Government Association 

HERITAGE ASSEMBLY ADDRESS		  Mr. Chaka Cummings
Executive Director

The Association for Teaching Black History in Kentucky

CLOSING REMARKS		  Dr. Ronald A. Johnson
Interim President

ALMA MATER 		  Ms. Tremayia Johnson and
Mr. Michael Tabb

Vocal Music Majors



The Heritage AnthemThe Heritage Anthem
LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING

James and Rosamond Johnson

Lift every voice and sing,
‘Til earth and heaven ring,

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;
Let our rejoicing rise

High as the skies,
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,
Let us march on ‘til victory is won.

 Stony the road we trod,
Bitter the chastening rod,

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
Yet with a steady beat,

Have not our weary feet
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered,
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,

Out from the gloomy past,
‘Til now we stand at last

Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

 God of our weary years,
God of our silent tears,

Thou who has brought us thus far on the way;
Thou who has by Thy might

Led us into the light,
Keep us forever in the path, we pray.

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee,
our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee;

Shadowed beneath Thy hand,
May we forever stand,

True to our God,
True to our native land.



The Alma MaterThe Alma Mater
Lyrics by

Frederick Jarmon ’43 
Music Arrangement

Harriet N. Gibbons ’45

Hail to our Alma Mater, dear is Her name,

And there shall be no other to surpass Her fame.

Hers is the hand that guides us day after day,

And She will stand beside us, when we go on our way.

May blessings be upon Her, shepherd of youth;

She holds the seat of honor, in the hall of truth.

Mem'ries of Her shall never fade from our hearts,

And we will praise Her ever, for the love She imparts.

Sing ev'ry voice together, let echoes rise.

Hail to our Alma Mater, shout to the skies.

Holding the torch of wisdom, She leads the way

Clasping the hand of freedom, as She marches along.



Mission  StatementMission  Statement
Kentucky State University, is a public, comprehensive, historically black land-grant university 

committed to advancing the Commonwealth of Kentucky, enhancing society, and impacting individuals 

by providing quality teaching with a foundation in liberal studies, scholarly research, and public service 

to enable productive lives within the diverse global economy.

Kentucky State University prepares today’s students as global citizens, lifelong learners and 

problem solvers. To accomplish this, Kentucky State University must challenge itself and its students to 

be the best. It must recognize its strengths, expand and excel. Notwithstanding, it must also welcome 

change and quality improvement. By doing so, Kentucky State will gain widespread recognition as one 

of the region’s strongest universities.

Vision StatementVision Statement



kysu.edu
Onward. Upward.


